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Ernest Hemingway was a larger-than-life personality.

In his popular novel, For Whom the Bell Tolls, we can see some of the
author in the character of Robert Jordan, an idealistic young American
in1930's Spain, who accepts a doomed mission to blow up a bridge.

Through his lyrical melody-driven music, Brian Wilbur Grundstrom
brings out the emotional depths of the characters and new insight to
this Hemingway classic. Using the full versatility of opera, David
Dorsen's libretto and Grundstrom's music explore Hemingway's
themes of trust, loyalty, honor, love, betrayal, fear, pain, loss, and
sacrifice, while adding modern insight, as Robert Jordan's notions of
honor clash with the reality of civil war.

The opera takes place in the mountains of northern Spain during the
Spanish Civil War in 1937.
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For Whom the Bell Tolls

Story

For Whom the Bell Tolls is set in 1937 during the Spanish Civil
War, a struggle hetween those in power (the Republicans or
Loyalists) and those trying to depose the government, the
Fascists. The Republicans are supported by the Soviet Union,
and the Fascists, which are winning the war, are supported by
Nazi Germany. It is an era where there was considerable support
for the Soviet experiment; thousands of idealistic Americans
went to Spain and fought with the Republicans.

Robert Jordan, an American fighting on the side of the
Republicans, has heen assigned to blow up a mountain bridge in
the north of Spain to cut off Fascist reinforcements in
preparation for the launch of a much awaited Republican
offensive. Under the guidance of Anselmo, Robert Jordan
connects with a band of guerrillas that he has been told will help
him in his mission. Instead he discovers that they are lead by
the drunken Pablo who opposes Robert Jordan’s mission for fear
the Fascists who know where they are will hunt them down,
forcing the small band to abandon the safety of their cave.

Supporting Robert Jordan is Pilar who asserts her leadership of
the restless guerrillas who support her over Pablo’s shiftless
refusal to take action. Robert tries to avoid becoming enmeshed
in their internal struggles, aware he has hecome disillusioned in
the potential for success of their cause — and in his mission.
Still he is almost immediately taken by the engaging, though
guileless Maria, who for all of her traumatized past, finds herself
equally drawn to him, recognizing they are both looking for
something or someone to believe in and live for.

The logistics for blowing up the bridge start falling into place
when EI Sordo, leader of a nearby band of guerrillas, agrees to
steal the horses they need to make their escape afterwards.
Nevertheless Robert Jordan learns that word has gotten out
ahout the planned Republican offensive, compromising their
success.

At the start of Act Two, matters take a turn for the worse when
Fascist militia follow EI Sordo’s tracks in the newly fallen snow
back to his hiding place and wipe out his band of guerrillas. That
night, Pablo out of self-preservation steals the detonators
Jordan needs for his explosives, and disappears. Robert Jordan
realizes that although he can use grenades to trigger the
dynamite for blowing up the bridge later that morning, it has
become a suicide mission without sufficient men to attack the
heavily guarded bridge and still escape safely. His greatest
regret is that Maria, with whom he has fallen in love, may lose
her life in the fighting.

In the dawn, as they prepare to leave, Robert Jordan, Pilar and
the rest of the band are joined by the mercurial Pablo who has
not only recruited more men but secured the needed horses. He
confesses in a moment of cowardice that he threw the
detonators away but has also realized that the job can be done
with grenades, though it makes the job riskier.

As everyone waits for the bombardment to begin signaling the
start of the Republican offensive, Jordan assures a worried Maria
that they will be together in America before too long. As she
leaves to help guard the horses, Jordan and Anselmo prepare
their assault on the bridge as Pablo and Pilar lead separate
groups of men in attacking the guardhouses positioned at each
end of the bridge.

The mission is a success but not without losses including
Anselmo who is killed. As they all gather once more after the
bridge has been blown up, Pablo turns his submachine gun on
the men he has recruited, so his people will have enough horses
for their escape.

As they make their dash to safety in a hale of enemy gunfire,
Jordan is wounded. He realizes he cannot go on without
threatening everyone else’s ability to get away. He takes Maria
aside and assures her that he will be with her always and that
wherever she goes, he will be with her. Once the rest have left,
Jordan takes up his position with a machine gun to fight off the
Fascists to the very last, while the others — including Maria —
escape capture.



For Whom the Bell Tolls

LEADS

Robert Jordan (Tenor), American, early 30's, Former Spanish instructor at a college in the mid-west, Robert came to Spain to support the
Republicans and fight the Fascists. A skilled dynamiter, he has become disillusioned with the war, seeking meaning in performing his
responsihilities to the best of his ahility. To the world, he is handsome, virile, and in command, with a seemingly impenetrable stoical exterior.
But they mask an untapped emotional depth consumed with self-doubt and a roiling loss of purpose, aware he is going through the motions
without conviction. He realizes that he could die on this mission, but is unsure how he feels about that. Robert finds himself drawn to Maria both
physically and emotionally. He feels protective of her but also aware that he cares for her in ways he has never cared for anyone hefore, and
starts to imagine sharing a life with her, which gives him someone to live — and die — for. Tall, sinewy muscles, light complexion and hair.
Maria 18 (Soprano) Traumatized first by witnessing her parents being executed, then gang-raped by the Fascists, she was saved by the
guerrillas led by Pablo, when they blew up the train taking her south to a prison camp. Not part of the guerrilla band herself, she has found a
place among them cooking under Pilar's watchful eye which has given her a sense of belonging and helped heal her shattered sense of self. She
is trusting hy nature but still feels displaced and lost due to the emotional upheavals she has experienced. She is in search of something or
someone to believe in and live for, even if she is not aware of it herself. Senses that beneath his resolute exterior Robert is a kindred — and
equally lost — spirit. This awakens her dormant heart and prompts her to want to be with him and to have a relationship that is both emotionally
rewarding and lasting and opens her up to imagining a better life with him elsewhere. Dark hair, attractive features, melancholy air heneath a
very natural warmth.

Pilar late 40's (mezzo) A born leader and a true believer in the Republic, placing all of her energies and passion in its service, even though she
recognizes the ruthless brutality that exists on hoth sides. Never heautiful and insisting she is ugly, she still sparks with the fire — the Gypsy
blood in her, she would say — that incited the passion of matadors when she was younger. Although she still describes herself as "Pablo's
woman", she is disgusted that he's become a drunk, shirking his responsibilities to the others. Protective of Maria, she sees Robert as a way to
get Maria to safety and senses that Robert may need Maria as much as Maria needs Robert. Gritty, commanding, keeps her own counsel, but
with a sense of humor.

Pablo late 40's (hass) Once a ruthless leader that both attracted and repelled Pilar, he is now tired of the conflict and has sought safety
in hiding out in the mountains, drinking his nights away. He has alienated the other guerrillas who have already turned to Pilar for
direction, even if he pretends not to know. He is invested in his own self-preservation at all costs, even if it means undermining Robert's
mission. He can be crafty, selfish, duplicitous, and cowardly. But he is also smart and a survivor. Not to be trusted but the others do, even
when they know better. Barrel-chested with shifting eyes that are always on guard.

PABLO'S BAND

Anselmo 60's (baritone) Dedicated, reliable, committed to the Republican cause, though his conscience is still troubled by the human cost
and moral consequences, but can see clearly what he must do if their side is to defeat the Fascists. Wears his age on his face, a man of few
words, but uses them wisely.

Rafael early 40's (tenor) Easy-going, self-identified Gypsy, always happy to have another meal; wily, willing to take orders but not always
perfect at execution, expects to survive the war regardless of who wins.

Agustin 30's (baritone) A hot-headed, foul-mouthed man who seems younger than his years for all of his hard-bitten commitment to the
Republican cause.

Fernando early 30s (tenor) Engaged in the cause but on his own terms. Will stick it out but will be glad when it's over, so life can go back to
what it was. Can miss the forest for the trees. Personable.

Amalia 30's (alto) Sister of Fernando, plain and tom boyish.
Rosa 30's (soprano)

Isabella 30's (mezz0)

Lorenzo 30's (bass)

Primitivo 20's (bass) Youngest member of the band.

EL SORDO'S BAND

El' Sordo 40's (baritone) An intuitive and fearless leader, if somewhat impulsive. Still can listen, evaluate, and understand orders are orders.
Cares about his men and they care about him. Personable, engaging, gracious even in difficult circumstances, knows what to take seriously and
what not. (same singer as Agustin).

Joaquin 20's (tenor) Member of EI Sordo's hand
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ACTI
(1 hour and 9 minutes)

Orchestral: Overture - page 7 - 419"

Act 1 Scene 1A: That is the Bridge - page 9 - 2'07”

Act 1 Scene 1B: One Great Offensive - page 12 - 222"

Act 1 Scene 1C: Give Us the Strength - page 15 - 206"

Act 1 Scene 1D: The New Dynamiter - page 17 - 2'02”

Act 1 Scene 1E: A Bigger Plan - page 20 - 115"

Act 1 Scene 1F: You Come at Night - page 22 - 155"

Act 1 Scene 2A: Orchestral - The Men Drink - page 27 - 0°52"
Act 1 Scene 2B: These are the Others - page 28 - 1'28"”

Act 1 Scene 2C: Pahlo Was Brave - page 31 - 123"

Act 1 Scene 2D: No, A Bridge - page 35 - 2'09”

Act 1 Scene 2E: Without Horses - page 41 - 0752"

Act 1 Scene 2F: Robert Jordan Doesn't Teach English - page 44 - 2'41”
Act 1 Scene 26: Maria - page 52 - 4'40”

Act 1 Scene 2H: Barracho - page 56 - 2'05"”

Act 1 Scene 2J: Pilar Tells Her Story of the Massacre - page 60 - 3'00”
Act 1 Scene 2K: Don Benito Garcia - page 66 - 2'53"”

Act 1 Scene 2L: Don Ricardo Montalvo - page 71 - 2°44”

Act 1 Scene 2M: Pahlo Continues the Story - page 78 - 419"
Act 1 Scene 2N: And This Misery - page 85 - 2°40”

Act 1 Scene 3A: The Bridge - page 87 - 4'02”

Act 1 Scene 3B: Kill Pablo - page 94 - 1"51”

Act 1 Scene 3C: What is Wrong - page 98 - 107"

Act 1 Scene 3D: Listen to Me - page 99 - 1'31”

Act 1 Scene 3E: Isn't She Beautiful! - page 101 - 305"

Act 1 Scene 3F: Orchestral - Bedtime - page 105 - 1'16”

Act 1 Scene 3G: Will He Love Me? - page 105 - 3'52”

Act 1 Scene 3H: | Cannot Kiss - page 110 - 4'29”
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ACTII
(1 hour 11 minutes)

Act 2 Scene 1A: German Planes - page 116 - 2'23"

Act 2 Scene 1B: Rumors - page 120 - 209"

Act 2 Scene 1C: Sordo and Joachin - page 123 - 2°05”

Act 2 Scene 1D: When Do We Blow the Bridge - page 125 - 201"
Act 2 Scene 1E: Orchestral - page 129 - 0°30”

Act 2 Scene 1F: Cobarde - page 129 - 2"25"

Act 2 Scene 16: Kill Him Now - page 133 - 113"

Act 2 Scene 1H: | Have Changed My Mind - page 136 - 148"
Act 2 Scene 1): Goodnight - page 138 - 5'44”

Act 2 Scene 2A: When Will This Calamity Cease - page 145 - 2'35"
Act 2 Scene 2B: Help Sordo - page 148 - 3'08"”

Act 2 Scene 2C: What Will Happen to Us All - page 155 - 0744"”
Act 2 Scene 2D: Seventy Years - page 156 - 246"

Act 2 Scene 3A: We'll Use Grenades - page 160 - 4"16”

Act 2 Scene 3B: Get Some Sleep - page 165 - 3'41”

Act 2 Scene 4A: Take More of the Stew - page 169 - 0”37
Act 2 Scene 4B: Pahlo Returns - page 170 - 3'25"

Act 2 Scene 4C: Would Rather Be With You - page 175 - 140"
Act 2 Scene 4D: Orchestral - End Scene - page 177 - 055"
Act 2 Scene 5A: Instructions - page 178 - 1'50”

Act 2 Scene 5B: Goodhye - page 181 - 117"

Act 2 Scene 5C: Buena Suerte - page 183 - 0”41”

Act 2 Scene 5D: Now is Our Time - page 185 - 1'53”

Act 2 Scene 5E: Buena Caza - page 188 - 1'53”

Act 2 Scene 5F: | Cannot Bear It - page 191 - 0752”

Act 2 Scene 5G: Blow the Bridge - page 193 - 123"

Act 2 Scene 5H: Orchestral - Explosion - page 196 - 113"
Act 2 Scene 5): Amalia & Anselmo Die - page 197 - 2'19”

Act 2 Scene 5K: Plenty of Horses - page 201 - 1'02"

Act 2 Scene 5L: Gallop Guapa Go - page 203 - 2'09”

Act 2 Scene 6A: Broken Leg - page 207 - 2'00”

Act 2 Scene 6B: Maria Decides to Go - page 211 -2"13”

Act 2 Scene 6C: Que Puta es la Guerra - page 214 - 2'22"
Act 2 Scene 6D: Worth Fighting For - page 217 - 2'05”

Act 2 Scene 6E: Hold Them Up - page 220 - 1'10”

Act 2 Scene 6F: Jordan's Lament - page 221 - 103"

Total Running Time: 2 hours and 20 minutes not including intermission
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Overture
Orchestral o 4'19”
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For Whom the Bell Tolls Orchestral

Overture
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Overture For Whom the Bell Tolls Orchestral
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That is the Bridge
Act 1 Scene 1A o 207"
Robert Jordan Meets Anselmo
Afternoon on clear day in mountainous country. Middle of May and cool. We see two men in work clothes
with heavy backpacks. The younger one is Jordan, the older is Anselmo. Both men are crouching and staring
at a large single-span bridge in the distance. Jordan looks through old-fashioned hinoculars.
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That is the Bridge For Whom the Bell Tolls Act 1 Scene 1A
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That is the Bridge For Whom the Bell Tolls Act 1 Scene 1A
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That is the Bridge
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For Whom the Bell Tolls

Act 1 Scene 1A
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One Great Offensive
Act 1Scene 1B o 2'22"
Anselmo takes his backpack and seats himself a level helow Jordan.
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One Great Offensive For Whom the Bell Tolls Act 1 Scene 1B
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You Come at Night For Whom the Bell Tolls Act 1 Scene 1F
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Act 1 Scene 1F

make the war cease?

—

T T
T

Pilar == === e —
Isabella : : * S
no - thing we to make the war cease? Oh God, dear God, please
Amalia ‘ % SE====—=—==c ==
e L4 < o o e e o
no - thing we make the war cease? Oh God, dear God, please
/—\
R — I — 4
=S s : =SS~
¢ ' [ [
Pﬂ. I [ [ I
= - T T T 3 = 5 @ °
moltorit...........
Fﬂ
. pS——) -\' 2 2= T \./\\.1
Marla t T I 1 I Il 1
help us sur - vive. Bring wis - dom to those who can keep us a &
Rosa | !
help us sur - vive. wis - dom to those who can keep us a - live. -
Pilar
Isabella
Amalia = :
help us sur - vive. Bring wis - dom to those who can keep us a - live. -
) P —— he Jd . \ = \
: gl A—FEFA—{—:{—ﬁ%—F:F =
. =
O I - T T
-



Act 1 Scene 1F
For Whom the Bell Tolls

You Come at Night
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You Come at Night For Whom the Bell Tolls Act 1 Scene 1F
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Orchestral - The Men Drink For Whom the Bell Tolls Act 1 Scene 2A
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For Whom the Bell Tolls Act 1 Scene 2B
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These are the Others For Whom the Bell Tolls Act 1 Scene 2B
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For Whom the Bell Tolls

Pablo Was Brave
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Pahlo Was Brave For Whom the Bell Tolls Act 1 Scene 2C
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For Whom the Bell Tolls Act 1 Scene 2)

Pilar Tells Her Story of the Massacre
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Kill Pablo
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Listen to Me
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Isn't She Beautiful!

Act 1 Scene 3E o 3'05”

Pilar points to Maria across the
room, who is listening to them.
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Isn't She Beautiful!
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For Whom the Bell Tolls

Orchestral - Bedtime
Act 1 Scene 3F o 1'16”
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Jordan leaves the cave with his sleeping bag and unrolls it. A half moon and the stars
provide light. Jordan places his pistol near the sleeping bag, climbs in. Starts to drift off.
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The men exit to the back of the cave, blowing out the candles as they go. The women take blankets and lie down

on the floor of the cave. Pilar stretches out on cot in the corner of the cave with the two backpacks beside her.
Maria waits and watches until Pilar is asleep. .. then crosses to the blanket covering the entrance to the cave,
undecided what to do.
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Will He Love Me?

Maria pushes through the blanket, leaving the cave. She crosses to
Jordan’s sleeping hag. Jordan suddenly sits up, reaches for his pistol.
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German Planes
Act 2 Scene 1A 0 2°23"”

It is the following afternoon. After a few seconds there is the noise of several propeller planes approaching.
Jordan, Pablo, and Rafael look to the sky. Then there is the noise of several more planes, followed a few seconds
later by similar sounds. Anselmo, Augustin, and Pilar come out of the cave. Everyone is looking sober.
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For Whom the Bell Tolls
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For Whom the Bell Tolls
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For Whom the Bell Tolls Act 2 Scene 1F
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Act 2 Scene 1F

For Whom the Bell Tolls

Augustin walks over to Pablo and knocks the cup out of his hand.
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For Whom the Bell Tolls

Kill Him Now
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For Whom the Bell Tolls Act 2 Scene 16

Kill Him Now
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Goodnight For Whom the Bell Tolls Act 2 Scene 1)
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Jordan goes out and sits near his sleeping bag. He is watching the mouth of the cave for Maria.
Finally, Maria comes out from under the blanket that covered the cave mouth and runs over to Jordan.

Maria enters from the back of the cave, glances at Pilar to be certain she’s asleep.
Then pushes through the blanket and runs over to Jordan waiting for her.
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For Whom the Bell Tolls

When Will This Calamity Cease

Act 2 Scene 2R o 2'35”
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The following day. It is bright sunlight.

Jordan, Fernando, Agustin, and Rafael are gathered

poco rit. ...
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When Will This Calamity Cease For Whom the Bell Tolls Act 2 Scene 2A
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What Will Happen to Us All
Act 2 Scene 2C o 0°44”

The sound of propeller planes approaches and recedes in the direction of El Sordo. Soon, there are
explosions in the distance. Then more explosions. Then silence, followed by the last pistol shots,
then more silence. Maria and the other women go into the cave and return with food for the men.
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Pablo Returns

Act 2 Scene 4B o 3'25”
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Act 2 Scene 4B
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Pablo Returns For Whom the Bell Tolls Act 2 Scene 4B
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For Whom the Bell Tolls

Would Rather Be With You

Act 2 Scene 4C o 1740”
With all of their things packed, the men and Amalia, along with Pilar, Jordan, and Pablo leave

the cave. Jordan crosses to Maria who presents him with his belongings all packed up.
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Would Rather Be With You For Whom the Bell Tolls Act 2 Scene 4C
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Goodbye For Whom the Bell Tolls Act 2 Scene 5B
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For Whom the Bell Tolls

Buena Suerte
Act 2 Scene 5C o 0'41”

They kiss good-by. Maria exits. The others cross to Jordan and shake
hands, and exchange “Buena suerte” knowing that they may not

ever see each other again. Pablo exits in one direction. Pilar leading
Fernando, Primativo and Amalia exit in the opposite direction.
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Buena Suerte
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For Whom the Bell Tolls

Now is Qur Time
Act 2 Scene 5D o 1'53”

Anselmo, Jordan, and Agustin climb to the flat elevation.
Anselmo has a submachine gun and one pack and Jordan has
the other pack. Meanwhile Pilar and the others exit the stage.
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Now is Our Time
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For Whom the Bell Tolls Act 2 Scene 5D

Now is Our Time
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For Whom the Bell Tolls

Buena Caza
Act 2 Scene 5E o 153"

He periodically trains his binoculars on the bridge. There is the sound of bombs and planes. This is what
Jordan has been waiting for. Jordan aims his rifle and fires as does Agustin. Then other rifles fire and
hand grenades explode in the distance near the bridge. Pilar and the others enter from the other side
of the stage shooting their rifles. They face out into the audience as if they were facing the bridge.
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Buena Caza

For Whom the Bell Tolls

Act 2 Scene 5E

Calling to Anselmo in the distance
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Buena Caza For Whom the Bell Tolls Act 2 Scene 5E
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For Whom the Bell Tolls

Blow the Bridge
Act 2 Scene 56 © 123"
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Blow the Bridge For Whom the Bell Tolls Act 2 Scene 56
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Blow the Bridge For Whom the Bell Tolls Act 2 Scene 56
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Blow the Bridge For Whom the Bell Tolls Act 2 Scene 56

The section of the bridge with Jordan and Anselmo slides
offstage, just as Maria runs onstage. Pilar, Maria and the
others turn to watch the bridge in the distance.
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Act 2 Scene 5)

For Whom the Bell Tolls

Amalia & Anselmo Die

Anselmo staggers to the elevation with the loop of wire around his right fist.

He collapses and lies still. Jordan crosses to Anselmo, kneels. ...

-

Sl A A S S S
o o
m% 7 ill 7 il 7 Iili 7 o-mw glle
28l S=(8|| S| S|l § /|00 %le
A = D = HH = A =,
I NILLIA,
—1
ol .= |||l .= 0 .= 0 .= N[O 1
LT LT Hlasy Alusg - -
N
-1
— — h— h— .
gl 8 | |8 8 8 ° 8| ™ ollp
_ — —_ - (5 o o=
MU e | @ | @ [l
N = N = = N = S/
= N = r » = B N
T
U = U = 01 = = b S
p%M = pIIM = p% = p%ul = & L)
3]
pr.ani _
[ =
] ] m ]
1
U = oA
i .
o | il
| " N e ] 1)
] - UL
= [Ne
) AN )
] ] ] I . _o
]
g = .
L LU L = L
] ] = ]
2l 8
—
El.N mi.N mi.N Hi.N
hunmw.u hu@d NECro hunmwd
£
[2~] [3~] p— S
5 g = =
= 3

@n MMG @n @a 0 M& @a
o v a i ns v o n v L v
ﬁwun ﬁwnw ﬁwnw ﬁwuw ~ < ﬁwnw unwnn
XN XN XN XN e X A v
A nnv (<l [ekd [ekd < O [<ke

' t—
SR L | = AR LA
5! o!
ollall |l | Lls | [ ey (L 0@ :
0 -
ql
¢l o 0 ¢ oo o
L L L L n T
q
[\) [} 0 0 unw o
L IHI L L n e
7o
[0 o} MR 0 0 nw o
L ;‘ L] L L []] al.y
0] ] o o] 00 o
o ] o] o} 0|0 0]
i - ]
LU LT LU LU [ Hi.N
e ] [} o} 00 [}
| ‘_ EI.N NN hm I
] ] o o o@ 0]
AIII AIII L L 1l (1 1P
W
0| = a0 |= ||| = |0 = o0 o
Ly vy .HM [h
SE ke K S < ke S
mi.N HI.N mi.N mi.N N Hi.N El.N
s NE LSS S NE DL Y
m N ° PENL PR
£ Z E £ & <
= o= a = s
h —

o o =

116

11

- =S

b

o

~———

o

~———

o

b

198



Act 2 Scene 5)

For Whom the Bell Tolls
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Maria Decides to Go For Whom the Bell Tolls Act 2 Scene 6B
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For Whom the Bell Tolls

Que Puta es la Guerra
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Que Puta es la Guerra
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Que Puta es la Guerra

Agustin hurries off stage and returns with the
machine gun. He sets up next to Jordan.
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For Whom the Bell Tolls

Curtain Call
Act 2 Scene 6G o 0759
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